Justification Guidelines
Your justification is where you will state what it is that you are planning to accomplish with your study and why the study should be completed. It is similar to what you would find in the introduction of an article. Considering this, it might be helpful if you read the introductions (the first paragraphs, not the abstracts) of some published research papers. This is optional, but I've posted a few on Blackboard. 
Of course, the intro/justification will be much easier to write and more concise once you've completed your research. This is just the beginning, and much of what you propose will likely change over the semester. 
Your 2-page paper should answer the following questions:
· What exactly are you studying and what research questions will drive your project? 
· What is some background about the issue/topic? Why is it important? Why is the research worth completing?
· Support this with at least two citations. The citations could be statistics demonstrating trends, related news stories, etc. They do not need to be from peer-reviewed studies. 
· How do you propose to answer your research questions? What’s your anticipated sample size? 
· What theory, principle or construct will you use to help contextualize your study? 
· Why is the theory, principle or construct appropriate for your study? 
You should follow these writing guidelines:
· 1-inch margins
· 12-point Times New Roman font
· Double spacing
· APA in-text citations and references page 
· Two full pages of text not including your references page or your title page.
· Rather than putting your information (name, date, etc.) at the top of the page, it should appear on a "title" page. This title page is in addition to the two pages of text.
· Avoid first person. For example, instead of "I will research..." use "This paper will explore..."
The justification should be submitted via Blackboard by 5:00 p.m.  Assignments turned in late but within 24 hours of the due date will be graded for ¾ credit. Assignments turned in between 24-48 hours late will be graded for ½ credit. 
Assignments will not be accepted for credit more than 48 hours late. However, even in cases when a zero is earned, remember that each section must still be turned in within a week of the original due date. Failure to do so will result in zero on any subsequent sections and the final paper.
